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Initiatives in Teaching in English for Faculty and Staff Development at Hokkaido University

At Hokkaido University, concerted efforts to bolster English instruction among faculty and staff have led
to the development of comprehensive programs focusing on enhancing language skills, teaching
competencies, and intercultural communication. These initiatives are structured around a series of
seminars and workshops designed to address the unique challenges posed by teaching in a globalized
academic environment. The programs target not only the linguistic aspects of English instruction but also
pedagogical techniques that foster an inclusive and effective learning atmosphere. Qualitative and
quantitative feedback from participants, gathered through post-workshop surveys, indicates a positive
impact on their professional capabilities and confidence in handling diverse classroom settings. This
feedback is crucial for ongoing program refinement and informs continuous improvement strategies.
Discussing these results, we formulate recommendations for advancing English teaching in higher
education, and future efforts to enhance pedagogical effectiveness and intercultural competence across
the academic community.
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Reconsidering the Effectiveness of Presentation-Practice-Production (PPP) based approach in the
Japanese EFL contexts

In Japan, the focus of EFL teaching has gradually shifted from a traditional emphasis on grammar mastery
to the development of communicative competence, encouraging learners to acquire language skills
through practical use. Task-based language Teaching (TBLT) has become a favored approach in this
transition, often sidelining the Presentation-Practice-Production (PPP) method. However, I argue that
PPP based approach retains significant value within the Japanese EFL context. In this presentation, I will
explore the rationale behind this perspective. Additionally, I will invite active discussion on the relevance
and application of the PPP approach in the context of Japanese EFL instruction, in comparison to other
approaches such as TBLT. Let’s exchange our opinions and ideas!
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